	Topic
	House
	Senate

	Total membership
	435
	100                                                                                                    

	Members per state
	Based on population
(Each state is guaranteed at least 1 seat:  CA = 53.)
	2
(Regardless of the size of the state’s population.)

	Term length
	2 years

(No term limit.)

All 435 seats are up for re-election every

even-numbered year.
	6 years

(No term limit.)

The Senate is considered a “continuous body” since the members terms are staggered and only 1/3 are up for re-election every two years.

	Elected by
	The people in individual
districts drawn within

states.
	The people of each state ever

since the 17th Amendment.

(State legislatures chose
Senators prior to 1913 when 
the 17th Amend. was passed.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	Qualifications

for office
	1) 25 years old.

2) A U.S. citizen for at least 7 years.

3) Live in the state.
	1) 30 years old.

2) A U.S. citizen for at least
9 years.

3) Live in the state.

	Presiding officer
	Speaker of the House

Elected by the members of the House – 
Nancy Pelosi
(D-CA).
	President of the Senate

V.P. of U.S. – Mike Pence (R)
President pro tempore
Runs the Senate in the absence of the VP.  Assigned to the senior member of the majority party –
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa).

	Who represents Oak Park?
	Julia Brownley (D)
Represents the 26th District of CA which includes most of Ventura County.
	Dianne Feinstein (D)
Kamala Harris (D)
Each Senator represents
the entire state.

	Majority party
	Democrats
	Republicans


House of Representatives

I.  Reapportionment –

Definition – The redistribution of the 435 seats in the House every ten


years to reflect changes in the population.  States which have


experienced population growth relative to the others will gain


seats in the House while other states will lose seats.  The number

435 doesn’t change, but the number of seats each state gets does

depending on how much their populations have changed in the

previous decade.
Reapportionment Act of 1929 –


1)  The size of the House was originally set by the Constitution at



65 members and it was allowed to grow as the population of each

state grew and as new states were added to the Union.  By the 1920s,

when the House had grown to over 400 seats, there was concern that it

was getting too big and unmanageable.  As a result, this law was passed to

cap the “permanent” size of the House at 435 seats.

2)  This law also provides for the Census Bureau figures that are compiled

when the population is counted every 10 years to be used to

redistribute these 435 seats among the states based on the changes

which have occurred to their populations over the previous decade. 

The last Census was held in 2010 and the next one will be in 2020.
II.  Re-districting –

Definition –  The re-drawing of the Congressional district boundary lines 

within a state following reapportionment.  This is required every

ten years to account for population shifts and changes within each

state.
Who does it? –  In most states, the state legislature is in charge of

redistricting.  However, Prop 20 passed by California voters in 2010

provided for an independent commission made up of an equal
number of Republicans and Democrats to perform this task to
prevent Gerrymandering (discussed below).
III.  Wesberry v. Sanders (1964) –
Main question of the case – Is it fair if one Congressional district in a state

has a large population while another has a much smaller one?
Decision of the Supreme Court – In order for representation in the House

to be fair for all people, each district within a state must have

roughly the same number of people in it.
IV.  Gerrymandering –
Definition – When the majority party in a state’s legislature redraws the 


Congressional district boundary lines in such a way as to ensure 


their party will win most of the seats in the House from that state.
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